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SUBJECT: CHILE AND INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
REF: STATE 202284 

FOLLOWING IS OAS PRESS RELEASE: 

QUOTE. OCTOBER 12. 1973 - OAS HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICIAL TO 
MAKE REPORT ON CHILEAN SITUATION - WASHINGTON, D.C. - 
DR. LUIS REQUE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN 
STATES (OAS), HAS LEFT FOR SANTIAGO, CHILE, TO INVESTIGATE 
REPORTS THAT THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY JUNTA HAS USED 
"REPRESSIVE MEASURES'" AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION AND 
POLITICAL REFUGEES. 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE ON-THE-SPOT INSPECTION WAS GIVEN TO 
THE COMMISSION BY THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH 
MR- OLEGARIO RUSSI, INTERIM REPRESENTATIVE OF CHILE TO THE 
OAS. IN A COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE COMMISSION, 
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MR. RUSSI SAID THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT IS "WILLING TO AND 
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CAN OFFER THE COMMISSION ALL THE INFORMATION IT REQUIRES 
CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE," BUT 
REQUESTS THAT CONCRETE QUESTIONS AND SPECIFICATIONS OF 
SUBJECTS TO BE INVESTIGATED BE MADE IN ADVANCE TO THE 
CHILEAN GOVERNMENT. 



DR. REQUE WILL REPORT ON HIS FACT-FINDING TRIP AT A 
REGULAR SESSION OF THE COMMISSION MEETING LATER THIS MONTH 
IN CALI, COLOMBIA. 

THE COMMISSION OFFICIAL'S TRIP CAME AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF 
CABLES BETWEEN THE CHILEAN JUNTA AND DR. JUSTINO JIMENEZ 
DE ARECHAGA, CHAIRMAN OF THE OAS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, 
AND DR. REQUE. THE COMMISSION HAD EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN 
OVER REPORTS OF "IMMINENT AND SEVERE REPRESSIVE MEASURES 
TO MEMBERS OF OPPOSITION AND POLITICAL REFUGEES." 

THE CHILEAN FOREIGN MINISTER, REAR ADMIRAL ISMAEL HUERTA 
DIAZ, HAD ADVISED THE COMMISSION THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
"WILL CONTINUE FAITHFULLY TO FULFILL ITS OBLIGATIONS 
DERIVED FROM INTER-AMERICAN AGREEMENTS CONCERNING RESPECT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS" AND THAT "THE INDIVIDUALS PRESENTLY 
DETAINED, WHO ARE RECEIVING HUMANE TREATMENT, WILL BE 
SENTENCED ONLY AFTER TRIAL, IF THEY ARE IMPLICATED IN 
CRIMINAL ACTS." 

PURPOSE OF THE OAS COMMISSION IS TO "KEEP VIGILANCE OVER 
THE OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS" IN THE AMERICAN NATIONS, 

AS WELL AS "PROMOTE RESPECT" OF THOSE RIGHTS. THE 
COMMISSION IS MADE UP OF SEVEN MEMBERS WHO ARE DESIGNATED 
BY THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL. ITS HEADQUARTERS ARE IN 
WASHINGTON, BUT IT CAN MOVE TO ANY OTHER SITE UNDER 
AUTHORIZATION BY THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENT. END QUOTE 
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